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The Snively Affair

Land Pirates of the Santa Fe Trail

•

W illiam G orenfeld

G

eneral Santa Anna’s forces had recently been defeated by the Republic of Texas at the Battle of San Jacinto in 1830 and coerced the general’s acknowledgement of Texas independence. Nonetheless, Mexico
refused the Texas demand to be recognized as a sovereign nation. Instead, Mexico considered it a rebellious state, and sought repeatedly to restore control of
Texas by force. The result was that Mexico and Texas spent the next seven years
raiding one another’s lands.
However, Texas’s tense diplomatic relations extended beyond its relationship
with Mexico. During those years following the Texas Revolution, the U.S. Army
was involved in a host of foreign relations matters between the two republics.1 This
article examines one such matter, an international border-crossing incident that
became known as the “Snively Affair.” The intervention of the United States in
this episode likely thwarted an event which could have irreparably damaged U.S.Texas relations and greatly altered the course of the U.S. war with Mexico.
Following the Texian proclamation of independence, Mexico threatened war
if the United States attempted to annex the state. Such threats were hardly unreaWill Gorenfeld has long been interested in the First Dragoons, and later became fascinated
with the First Cavalry. For the past twenty years, he has lectured and published numerous articles and a portion of a book on the regiment. In 2016 the University of Oklahoma expects to
publish a book by Will and his son on the first fifteen years of the dragoons. Will’s work often
views history from the perspective of the common soldier and he is presently working on a
book based on the unpublished journals of two enlisted soldiers who served with Company A
of the First Dragoons. A retired attorney, Will lives in Marin County, California, with his wife
Suzanne. The couple has two adult children.
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sonable, as the United States had already become effectively, if not officially,
involved in the international unrest.2 Pres. Andrew Jackson feared the unrest
might draw the United States into the fight, so he sent Gen. Edmund Gaines to
Nacogdoches, on the Sabine River in Louisiana for his first-hand impression
of the situation. To ensure order and a measure of calm on the national border
with Mexico, Companies E, F, and K of the First Dragoons, six infantry companies, and a smattering of volunteers bolstered Gaines’s observers.3
Not all the eye-witnesses, however, remained neutral. The new Republic of
Texas offered free land and the chance to gain military glory and, this encouraged some U.S. soldiers stationed on the border to desert to fight for Texas. Twenty-three of the deserters were from the elite First Dragoons. The war between
Texas and Mexico ultimately spilled over into U.S. territory when a band of Texians attempted to raid Mexican commerce travelling on the Santa Fe Trail.4
The Lone Star Republic and Mexico began to raid one another’s goods
and lands during the Texas Revolution in 1836. In one such raid, in 1841, the
Republic of Texas launched an expedition of merchants, escorted by soldiers,
to secure its claims to parts of the Mexican province of New Mexico and gain
control of the Santa Fe trade. Mexican soldiers captured the Texian column
without firing a shot, and marched its members as prisoners nearly two thousand miles to Mexico City. Many died in captivity from wounds, disease, and
starvation, or languished until U.S. diplomacy secured their release in 1844.
It was no secret that the young Republic of Texas wanted to retaliate for such
treatment after the failed Santa Fe Expedition, for Mexican general Adrian
Woll’s raid on San Antonio in September 1842, and for the disastrous Texian
military operation known as the Mier Expedition in November 1842, in which
seventeen Texians were executed. Recalling all these, the government of Texas
called for reprisals.5
Early in 1843, the Texas government implemented plans to attack Mexican
caravans on the Santa Fe Trail. On 16 February Texas president Sam Houston
presented a colonel’s commission to Jacob Snively and instructed him to lead
his 176-man “Battalion of Invincibles” on raids against Mexican commerce on
the Santa Fe Trail, in order to “retaliate and make reclamation for injuries sustained by Texas citizens.” The merchandise seized would be deemed a lawful
prize, divided equally between the Republic and the raiders. Snively’s instructions ordered him “to be careful not to infringe upon” the territory of the United
States. Stewart Miller, a member of the expedition who kept a journal, noticed
that the men were well-armed, “furnished generally with a rifle, brace of pistols,
& Bowie Knife.” Snively’s detachment set out on 25 April.6
The first response to the Texian raids came not from Mexico, but from
the United States. On 30 June 1843, four companies of the First Regiment of
28
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Dragoons of the U.S. Army splashed across the Arkansas River, unloaded their
artillery, and formed a line of battle, sabers drawn and howitzers prepared to
fire on the Texian position. “I find you are an armed body of men on the territory of the United States, and by the laws of nations I have the right to disarm
you. . . . I now command you to lay down your arms,” demanded the dragoon
captain.7 Texians were used to bucking the odds, but they surrendered since
these soldiers in dirty blue coats were from a friendly neighbor and not from
Mexico. Pres. Antonio Lopéz de Santa Anna, of course, applauded the dragoons’ actions, but the Republic of Texas most certainly did not. In fact the
Texas Republic later filed a diplomatic protest claiming that its troops had not
entered the United States.
The War between Texas and Mexico Impinges on the United States
At least for the time being, the United States did not wish to engage in the conflict between Mexico and Texas. Claiming neutral status, the United States
freely traded with both countries. As early as 1821, trade on the Santa Fe Trail
had become an important source of wealth for the state of Missouri, as well as
for the Mexican province of New Mexico. By issuing letters of marque to Texian
raiders, the money-strapped Republic of Texas attempted to commandeer this
commerce for its own profit. U.S. neutrality or not, the dragoons would soon
find themselves embroiled in international politics.
When in the early days of 1843, the U.S. War Department began receiving
reports that the new Texas Republic intended to raid wagon trains travelling
the Santa Fe Trail, Sec. of State Daniel Webster requested permission from the
Mexican government for the U.S. Army to escort Santa Fe-bound wagon trains
across the international border and into New Mexico. Gen. Juan Almonte,
the Mexican minister in Washington, D.C., answered that he lacked authority
to authorize such a plan. Yet Almonte agreed that U.S. forces could—if they
deemed it necessary and if invited by Mexican citizens—cross the international
border, and that Mexico would not consider such an armed escort to be an
invasion.8
Col. Charles Warfield, commissioned by the Texas government, travelled to
Missouri where he recruited men to invade New Mexico. His recruits assembled around mid-May 1843, at the Point of Rocks, in modern day Kansas, on
the Santa Fe Trail, where they met Snively’s Texian troops. The joint forces were
then to raid commerce in New Mexico. Traders on the Santa Fe Trail heard of
these efforts, and concerned for the safety of their caravans, requested army
escorts. It was time for the U.S. Army to enter the scene and protect the trail
from piracy.9
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Unleashing the Dragoons
On 7 April, about 240 miles west of Independence, Missouri, fifteen raiders,
recruited mainly in Missouri and under the command of John McDaniel, attacked
two eastbound wagons owned by Don Antonio Chaves, a wealthy Mexican merchant. McDaniel’s gang murdered Chaves and plundered the train. The St. Louis
(Mo.) New Era later would blame the U.S. dragoons for turning back, had the
troops “kept on the trail one day longer, they would have” saved Chaves from his
fate. McDaniel and his band, although recruited by Warfield and associated with
the Texian militia, might have acted entirely outside the authority of the Texas
government. Supporters of Texas were quick to claim that the McDaniel band
were murderous outlaws who acted outside of orders issued by the republic.10
News of the danger to U.S. commerce posed by the McDaniel raid easily won
Adj. Gen. Roger Jones’s approval for U.S. Army troops to escort future wagon
trains leaving Missouri for Santa Fe. The First Dragoons, accustomed to travel on
the trail and having their primary bases near its eastern terminus, were the logical choice for military escort. Jones believed this mission would not only protect trade but also had “the advantages of keeping mounted forces in readiness to
dash over the wide prairies as occasions require, or at least yearly, if only to exhibit
themselves, to the frontier Indians.” Col. Stephen W. Kearny quickly devised a
plan to dispatch columns of dragoons to guard merchants and, if necessary, to
capture Texians preying on commercial traffic. He sent two of the three squadrons
of dragoons west on the Santa Fe Trail to escort wagons and search for raiders.11
Previously, Lt. Col. Richard Mason at Fort Leavenworth, on 3 April 1843, sent
sixty dragoons under Lt. William Bowman in pursuit of Warfield’s detachment
with instructions to arrest them. The marauders had a two- or three-day head
start and Lieutenant Bowman, low on provisions, was unable to intercept them
and returned to the fort.12
The Noble Chore of Protecting Commerce
On 14 May 1843, Capt. Nathan Boone sallied forth from Fort Gibson in the
Cherokee Territory with the sixty-two sabers of First Dragoon Company H.
Among his men rode John Flynn. A highly literate thirty-year-old hatter from
New York City recruited by Capt. Eustace Trenor, Flynn recorded his experience
of this expedition, including being sixteen hours “in the saddle without dismounting, and on one occasion 3 days without food.” Four days later, Lt. Abraham Johnston and twenty-seven others from Company D reinforced Boone’s
column. The squadron rode to the scene of the Chaves crime, but efforts to find
his remains and capture the murderers proved fruitless. Boone’s squadron continued the hunt westward on the Santa Fe Trail.13
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Captain Philip St. George Cooke, 11 June
1858. In 1833 Andrew Jackson named
Philip St. George Cooke a lieutenant in
the Dragoons. He soon became one of
Kearny’s most trusted subordinates. In
1843 Kearny placed Cooke in command
of a patrol that disarmed the Texas land
pirates under Jacob Snively. In 1846
Kearny ordered him to command the
Mormon Battalion on its march from Fort
Leavenworth to California. Image courtesy
Harper’s Weekly Journal of Civilization.

Meanwhile, a posse of Missourians accomplished what the dragoons failed
to do, capturing McDaniel and part of his party and bringing them back to St.
Louis for a swift trial. The court rejected McDaniel’s argument that the Missouri
federal court lacked jurisdiction in the case since the alleged crime was committed in Indian Territory. The court convicted McDaniel and one of his associates.
On 16 August 1844, they were hanged.14
Captain Philip St. George Cooke: A Flawed, Albeit Gifted Officer
On 27 May 1843, a second column of 160 dragoons under Capt. Philip St. George
Cooke left Fort Leavenworth to support Boone’s force and accompany a large
caravan along the Santa Fe Trail.15 Other officers in this foray included military
luminaries Capt. Benjamin Moore of Company C, 1st Lt. William Bowman of
Company F, and 2d Lts. Daniel Rucker, John Love, and George Mason.16
The fact that Cooke’s dragoons were not attired, as they would be when in
garrison, is noteworthy. For example Army regulations called for pipe clay white
belts, but most likely not all of the troops wore these belts. Kearny observed, “It
has been a custom of some Comp[anie]s of the Regiment (& which I have not
thought necessary to change) when going out on duty on the Prairies to leave
their white belts in store & to use black ones, which were equally serviceable,
tho not as uniform.”17 The troops serving with Cooke also lacked pistols. Former
Sec. of War Joel Poinsett, found pistols to be useless for dragoons and stopped
supplying these weapons to the troops. Consequently, many of Cooke’s companies were without pistols while only half of other companies were armed with
these weapons.18
In the succinct words of military historian Durwood Ball, “Cooke was an
eccentric soldier.”19 Cooke was also a bully and could be mean spirited; he once
Gorenfeld / The Snively Affair
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called for the annihilation of the buffalo to bring peace to the plains. In 1838
the proud and well-educated Virginian shot his wife, wounding her, accidentally, he said.20 Petty vindictiveness was not unusual for Cooke. In 1844 Cooke,
commanding a squadron in the expedition, ordered Capt. John Burgwin, his
subordinate, “to change their usual manner of attaching their Picket Ropes to
their Saddles.” Burgwin countermanded this order. Maj. Clifton Wharton, hearing the squabble, neglected to intervene. Upon his return to Fort Leavenworth,
Cooke formally complained to Colonel Kearny of the insubordination on Burgwin’s part and sought to court-martial him.
In Solomonesque fashion, Kearny faulted all parties involved: Cooke, for
overstepping his authority in issuing the picket rope order; Burgwin, for countermanding the order of a superior; and Wharton for not, as the commanding
officer, stepping in and ending the petty quarrel. Kearny did not select Wharton, to lead another expedition, and left him behind at the fort on his next two
missions.21
Years later, in 1851, brevet Capt. John Love was serving under his old commander, brevet Lt. Col. Phillip Cooke at the mounted school located in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. Friction developed between the two men and on 9 September
1851, Cooke arrested Love and filed court-martial charges that the subordinate
had acted disrespectfully and used profane language when addressing the lieutenant colonel in contravention of Articles of War, III and XXXV.22
In the case of Captain Love, Gen. John Wool, commander of the 3d Military Department, felt Cooke was being petty-minded, refused to files charges,
released Love from arrest, and reinstated him as post quartermaster. He found
that Love’s “error was one of judgment and not of willful insubordination and
contempt of authority.” The spiteful Cooke gained a measure of revenge by dispatching Love as the only officer in command of a detachment of ninety-one
Carlisle recruits to Jefferson Barracks.23 Months later, Love, fed up with petty
army politics, resigned his commission and entered into business.24
John Love’s Unfinished Journal
Up until 1843, Lieutenant Love’s military career could be described as a series
of pleasant companionships and dull garrison duties, punctuated by relatively
uneventful expeditions to the Great Plains and the Rockies. Love’s peaceful life
would change as hostilities with Mexico brought the loss of companions and
other horrors of war.25 In his journal, he preserved his impressions of his trip
in 1843—the first of three he made onto the Great Plains prior to the U.S.–Mexico War. His comments reflect much the same excitement that most recruits
expressed over the chance to see the widening country. To the young lieutenant,
32
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arresting Texian raiders appeared much less important than escaping the
tedium of the post. He described the expedition’s sally from Fort Leavenworth:
27 May 1843 the day fixed for our departure. Of course there was a great
deal of bustle & confusion preparatory to so long a march: here you
could see an officer sending after his tobacco & segars [sic], which he
had nearly forgotten, & without which, the march from being a pleasure,
would have become a bore; another just stuffing his last shirt in his saddle bags; a third packing up needles, buttons, thread &c, but as one may
expect without a doubt of veracity, that “all things have an end,” so had
the packing, &c about 9 O’clock the bugles call us, not to “war,” but to
the parade ground where the companies were drawn up in line in front
of their quarters. . . . What a beautiful sight as the long line of horsemen
march down the parade [ground], each one as he passed some friend[,]
waiving him an adieu.26
During the early part of the journey, the expedition ambled along a trail used
by wagons traveling either west to Oregon or south to Santa Fe, New Mexico,
and Chihuahua, Mexico. By noon the first day, they had covered more than nine
miles, when a tempest drenched the soldiers and made the trail impossible for
wagons to travel. The struggle to dig the wagons out from mud holes and to
wrestle with the unruly mules exhausted the men. Cooke, planning on meeting the traders’ caravan at Pleasant Valley Creek, in present-day Kansas, became
increasingly frustrated as the muck deepened, slowing the untrained mules and
wagons to a crawl:
The waggons [sic] did not get up till nearly night & as it still continued
raining, we camped: every one wet to the skin & thoroughly disgusted;
what added to our disgust were some of the horses, with a desire to
warm themselves, breaking their “lariats” & racing through camp, gaining recruits at each jump, until nearly half were loose. Took an early supper & went to bed, praying that morrow might bring a little sunshine.27
The next morning, the troops awoke only to find more rain and annoyance for
both animals and men:
One of our officers was notorious for his dislike to rainy weather now
on awakening he found his mortal enemy [rain] . . . but his celebrated
horse Sir Charles Piebald, out in the field, that is to say, Sir Charles had
absented himself from camp without permission. After a fruitless search
he was reported a deserter. Fortunately for the owner, in passing through
the Kansas timber, two officers feeling thirsty, left the column a quarter
Gorenfeld / The Snively Affair

33

of a mile; in returning they saw among a thick patch of grape vines & in
a herd of Indian ponies, a horse they felt certain was Sir Charles; but he
looked so innocent, & was much at home, they began to doubt; on considering, however, that there could not be another horse living, like him,
they concluded to drive him to the column, where on arriving their first
suspicions were confirmed: he was captured, & returned to the longing
arms of, or rather legs, of his attached, but slighted, master.28
The end of rain and the show of bright sun the next day cheered spirits. On 29
May Love wrote, “How delightful to feel once more the warmth of the sun & to
see countenances beaming with smiles & good nature looking as if with the rain
had departed, their only enemy on Earth.”29 The young lieutenant, soaking up the
scenery, sounds, and even the discomfort, was in no hurry to leave this undisturbed site. By noontime, the column reached the junction of the Military Road
from Fort Leavenworth that connects to the Santa Fe Trail. Like many travelling
into the wilderness of the prairie, Love found the milestone both bittersweet and
eerie, having left friends and real towns behind and pressing into a vast, uncharted
region. Although the beauty of the plains enchanted him, fears lingered: “[S]ome
of us were perhaps leaving our homes & friends to be buried on the desolate prairie. For on leaving the Military road it seemed as if the last link that bound us to
our homes was broken. With me, every thing was new. I had no conception of the
country over which we would pass nor of the character of the Indians we would
meet nor of what we would have to encounter from sickness &c.”30 After several
hours’ march, he commented on the prairie’s grandeur:
Relieved my usual spirits as I saw the beautiful extent of country before me
was with such green grass & myriads of flowers looking for all the world
like some neglected garden. I know of no other way of conveying my first
impression of the prairie than by a remark one soldier made to another[,]
“we are getting pretty well out to sea”—in rear & on each side could be
seen the dim outline of timber while in front nothing but a vast plain the
grass waiving with the wind, scarcely distinguishable from water.31
Riding along the south bank of the Arkansas River, Private Flynn of Boone’s
Company H also admired the glories of the country: “Few scenes in Nature, and
none in Art, can exceed the gorgeous splendor of some of the prairies, covered
with flowers so bright and so innumerable that I suppose one half of them have
never been classified or named by botanists.” Although exhausted after a hard
day’s ride, Flynn wrote of awakening to the tonic air of a prairie dawn: “[T]ruly
this fresh air indeed truly appears to bring health, vigor, strength, power.”32
Cooke’s column stopped at Bear Creek for lunch and an officer who fancied
himself a big game hunter rode out looking for bear. He immediately spied dark
34
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Mountain Howitizer, 1841. Sketch of a twelve-pound Mountain Howitizer, found in the
Ordinance Manual for the Use of Officers of the United States Army, Washington, J. & G. S.
Gideon, printers. Image courtesy of the author.

objects in the distance and thought them to be his target: “[O]ff he started at
full speed with the hope of killing the first game. The bear finding itself pursued
ran for his life. For it was then the pursuer increased his gait, compromised his
life & braced himself for the deadly combat, an occasional smile appears over
his face as he finds he is gaining ground, at last the object enters a hollow, the
pursuer rushing to the edge. Raises in his stirrups, looks over & with horror he
finds he has been chasing a sow & pigs.”33
Regardless of weather conditions and even in peacetime, an encampment of
a mounted force on the march required soldiers to tend to horses, unload wagons, pitch tents, cook, and gather firewood and water. In hostile territory it was
also necessary to post sentries and to guard cattle, horses, and mules. In addition the column of three companies had brought with it two small mountain
howitzers—lightweight brass canons capable of rapid deployment—designed
by the Army to be either pulled across the flat plain by a team of two horses
or mules hitched to a wagon or artillery limber, or, in rough terrain, disassembled and carried by three pack animals. After two days on the trail, the column
had traveled a mere twenty-three miles. The trail became “monotonous, without a stick of timber and bad water.”34 Love, nonetheless, gleefully wrote of a
mischievous team of horses made to pull one of the howitzers: “With a desire
to afford variety &c to their faults towards varying the monotony of the march,
[the horses] by some means got their driver [thrown] from the [limber wagon]
box & commenced kicking, running, jumping &c. Here you would see their
running straight to the column—every man giving way of course, then running
Gorenfeld / The Snively Affair
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on the road, then turning and coming back to the column, the command scattered about, each one on his own preservation, making in all quite an amusing scene.”35 The year 1843 was the beginning of the so-called “Great Migration”
of citizenry westward to the Oregon Territory: 800 people in 110 wagons. The
migrations that would follow in the wake of the U.S.-Mexico War and the California Gold Rush would dwarf this one, but Love’s entry for the last day of May
shows he saw the Oregon/Santa Fe Trail as a well-worn river of humanity. To
him, the trail:
Which looked like a road leading into some large town, a person getting on it in ignorance would feel badly to find it after traveling 10–12
days growing smaller what made it so large & dusty. [It] was the Oregon
Company passing over it, in addition to the Santa Fe waggons—a mile
&c half further [we] came to Elm Grove, might have been a grove once
certainly is no longer, only the remnant of its ancient greatness being
a single tree, the top of that cut off for fire wood. . . . Very monotonous
road for 15 miles, not a stick of timber on the road, but occasional groves
varying from 2 to five miles to the right & left. Water very bad, day hot &
not only stagnant pools to quench out thirst.36
While on the well-travelled road Love described being overtaken by a single
Oregon-bound settler who was “merely going out to see the county, if he did not
like it would return next spring[,] talked as if he were about taking a journey
of a few miles. He expected to overtake the Oregon Company who were a day’s
journey ahead & consisted of nearly 1500 [people].”37
Riding five more miles under the blazing sun, the party reached “Black Jack
Grove, a most inviting place . . . most especially as there was a stream of water
running through it.” Here, at present-day Gardner Junction, Kansas, the Oregon
Trail branched off from the Santa Fe Trail and veered northwest while the track
to Santa Fe proceeded due west. “Passed waggon road three miles before reaching Black Jack,” wrote Love, “a plain dusty road with a finger [pointing] just at
the forks & the word Oregon.”38
There was always a sense of excitement and a chance to gain valuable information when travelers on the trail encountered others. On 2 June, Love met
a group of hunters returning home from the Rocky Mountains who had with
them a load of buffalo skins and several buffalo calves. They told of losing ten
of their number in a fight with Indians. Hearing their harrowing experience
reminded the young officer that his venture onto the plains might not be a
delightful sightseeing trip.39
Riding quickly along the flat road, Cooke made up for lost time. At Pleasant Creek, Kansas, by 3 June, the dragoons met the wagons they were to escort.
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Lieutenant Love described the site “like all timbered creeks, running through
the prairies, looking more beautiful than you could suppose it. Without exception the coldest spring water I ever tasted. Impossible to tell you how much we
enjoyed the water after a ride in the hot sun for two or three hours.” He was
less impressed with the teamsters: “Got the first sight to-day of the people we
were to escort. Not very prepossessing either in person or equipments. The men
(Spaniards) the distinct, darkest and worst countenances for white people I have
ever saw. Their mules like themselves, only half horrified.”40 Soldier John Flynn
in Company H echoed Love’s view: “The drivers of these teams are the refuse of
all nations, Mexicans of the lowest classes, half breed Indians, White Men from
the States who dare not to be seen there again, all of the degraded portion of
humanity, nothing better could be expected.”41
After a pause for lunch, men and wagons proceeded eight miles farther to
Council Grove. Situated on the banks of the Neosho River, according to Love it
was, “the largest body of timber on the road between Kansas River & Red River
in Mexico. Here the Traders always stop to lay in an extra axle tree & tongue in
case they break down on the Prairie. Found most all the Traders on the west
side of the river camped in the usual order the waggons forming a salient angle
making a place of safety for their animals in case of attack. We also found a load
of corn which our provident quarter master had sent before . . . as the grass was
a month more backward than usual.”42 The layover at Council Grove lasted several days, and Lieutenant Love took the opportunity to rest, hunt, and fish. Captain Cooke, concerned that his force was nearing a confrontation with Snively,
used the time to drill the gun crews. The appearance of Capt. Burdette Terrett,
leading twenty-five dragoons of Company A delighted the sociable Lieutenant
Love, as a chance meeting with a brother officer “from Fort Scott enlivening us
all as an arrival is sure to do; our spirits were now very high: we had . . . questions to ask about all our friends at Fort Scott & he about his at Leavenworth.”43
While camped, Lieutenant Love got to know Old Nick Gentry, a famed mountain man who was also a guide and Santa Fe trader. Among his many adventures,
Gentry had smuggled a load of contraband tobacco to Santa Fe with Charles Bent
back in 1829: “He amused us very much by his manner of expressing himself, if
he wishes to describe any thing, he will do so, by drawing a comparison between
it, & something else,” commented Love. It allowed his audience “[t]o see him riding over the prairie on all alone, without any protection for his face than his long
bushy hair, which looks as if he had seldom been acquainted with scissors.”44
The brief stay ended. The wagons and their escorts resumed the trek westward on 6 June. The weather suddenly turned chilly and rainy and the men were
grateful for their woolen uniforms, great coats, and blankets. Despite the discomfort from the cold, Love continued to marvel at the magnificent landscape:
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When about five miles from Little Arkansas saw to the left the Sand
Hills of Great Arkansas, looking so much like a City as to consider it
almost impossible to imagine yourself 200 miles from any house unlike
sand hills generally, these just mentioned have groves of stunted timber
amongst them which obscures a greater part of the hill exposing to view
in one place a single spot the size of a house which you could imagine a
neat dwelling in the suburbs of the city then another long ridge like the
front of a square of brick buildings, taken all together a very handsome
sight. Still another day, but none killed yet. Soon after securing camp the
axes began to sound & then blazing fires were made in front of the tents,
each one forgotten the discomforts of the day, as he sat dozing & warming himself by a cheerful fire.45
While Lieutenant Love enjoyed the sights, Captain Cooke scoured the prairie
both for Captain Boone and Snively’s Texians. Cooke found a note written by
Boone fastened to a tree at a ford of the Arkansas River. It informed him that
his two troops had crossed the river, found no signs of the raiders, but had seen
a herd of buffalo. Boone failed to mention that the flanks of an entire herd of
buffalo had run through his camp, crushing tents and making the horses stampede. Private Flynn, however, recounted the event and detailed how the men
had excitedly grabbed their carbines, “causing so much cross firing, that it was
wonderful that they, the men, did not kill each other.”46 One trooper claimed to
have been tossed high in the air by a buffalo: “It was that in the assent [sic] and
descent with his carbine in hand, that he remembered his carbine was capped
and cocked, and that when he fell and struck the ground the concussion would
cause the cock to fall, and so explode, that he had sufficient presence of mind
to take off the cap, let down the cock, this in his journey up and down.” Flynn’s
quixotic account did not include the two casualties that had already occurred
on this expedition—Lt. Abraham Johnston shot himself in the leg while chasing buffalo on 30 June, and Private Benuel Bean was shot through the back and
killed on 25 July when a rifle that a teamster had carelessly propped against a
wagon was knocked down and accidently discharged.47
After reading Boone’s note, Cooke decided to wait for the wagons to catch up
and called a halt. He then detailed a thrilled Love to lead a party to hunt buffalo.
Love merrily rode off—the hunter on his prancing steed, footloose on the prairie, looking for big game: “Now I thought my long cherished dreams of hunting were about to be realized & as I charged my cartridges & put my pistols in
my holsters & mounted my trim built little horse felt as if not one of a herd could
escape certain death . . . but was disappointed for they only saw an antelope. . . .
When near the road some one pointed to the right & there sure enough I saw
about 2 miles off a small hill covered with objects running to & fro.” Yet the
38
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smug hunter found something moving out there he did not expect: “I had made
many inquiries about the ways of Buffalo & had it in my head the regular rule
for approaching & running them but when I saw them approaching me instead
of my approaching it nullified all the rules & completely staggered me. I thought
it very strange my informers had not told me what to do under these circumstances. . . . I did not wait long, for presently a yell was heard as if a thousand
devils were let loose. I then saw that these were Indians.”48 Miles from camp,
Lieutenant Love and his five men trembled over their fate. A group of mounted
Indians galloped toward the little band of dragoons:
On they came whipping, spurring & galloping. . . . [T]he whole Prairie
seemed alive with them; they were naked from the waist up; had neither
bridle nor saddle; but a piece of Buffalo hide in their horses mouths. (A
more alarming sight I never saw, to one unaccustomed to Indians as I.)
The change from Buffalos to a Band of Indians was so sudden & unexpected as to throw me completely in confusion; after nearing a little I
ordered my men to face them, see to their arms & a white handkerchief
to be raised to indicate how much we were in favor of peace. I drew my
pistols[,] put one in my belt & held the other cocked in my hand determined to sell out all my interest in the world as dearly as possible.
Overconfident, as were most officers of the era, Love believed he could withstand any assault: “With 6 men [we] could have kept off 500 Indians as they
never approach within gun shot. By their notions deeming it a greater victory
to kill one man & lose none in return than to kill fifty & lose one of their men
which system would of course prevent their coming to close quarters.”49 This
belief had some basis; the dragoons had patrolled the Great Plains for ten years
without having to battle any of the tribes living there. Love was also certain that
these Natives feared the troops’ firearms. Regardless, the shave tail lieutenant
rejoiced to discover the approaching warriors to be a peaceful hunting party
from the Kaw (also known as Kansa) Nation, living on a reservation in what was
to become Kansas.
Practicing the diplomacy he had learned from Colonel Kearny, Lieutenant
Love nervously invited the Kaw hunters to visit the dragoon camp that evening.
As the tribesmen followed him, Love realized that, despite their friendly disposition, he had been in an extremely vulnerable position. Any interest he had had
in buffalo hunting was thoroughly extinguished, and he was glad to arrive safely
back at camp. The Kaws, meanwhile, proudly showed off their hunting and riding skills to the white soldiers, and brought with them fresh buffalo meat for the
troops. In exchange Captain Cooke gave the Kaws tobacco and fat pork. In fact
neither the Kaws nor any plains tribes were spoiling for a fight with dragoons.
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The real threat on the trail to travelers, rather, came from other white men lurking nearby—the Texians.50
Especially after such a close call, Love appreciated a warming alcoholic
refreshment while on the march, and had carefully packed a bottle to take on
the trip. On the evening of 11 June, Lieutenant Love and Capt. Benjamin Moore
settled around the inviting campfire and decided to enjoy a few drops of peach
brandy: “We found the cork out of the jug & the liquor gone save 2 drinks.”
Love wrote mournfully: “Our feelings were too deep for immediate utterance,
we gazed at each for some seconds in silent agony when the Capt. after relieving
himself by a deep drawn sigh said who was the last one at the jug oh: if I could
find him out, I would trash him so he would be ever after this afraid even to
look at a peach to say nothing of the brandy (emphasis in the original).”51 Love
and Moore resigned themselves to surviving on food and mere water for the
remainder of the expedition.
Confronting Snively
Lieutenant Love’s handwritten journal ends abruptly mid-page. Did he lose his
pen or ink or paper? More probably from this time on Love would travel more
as a soldier than as a tourist, and abandoned his reporting for more pressing
duties. A run-in with the Texians loomed, so Love no doubt had to awaken
from his dream of a carefree excursion onto the plains, and protect the wagon
train from raiders. Cooke now called upon Lieutenant Love’s company to return
by the trail post haste and provide a close escort for the lumbering wagon train.
Signs of the imminent clash multiplied daily. On 14 June 1843, the dragoons
learned the Texas “Invincibles” had easily routed a force of Mexican irregulars near Taos. Gov. Manuel Armijo, who was waiting to escort the westbound
wagon train at the border with four hundred men, heard the same report and
raced back to Santa Fe. News came four days later from across the Arkansas River that Boone’s soldiers had spotted men on the Santa Fe Trail. Boone
believed they were scouts from Colonel Snively’s band of Texians.
Snively’s ranks had suffered during their march west but morale soared upon
reaching the Arkansas River. Their ranks were further bolstered by the arrival
of Colonel Warfield. Now all they had to do was to wait for the arrival of wagons to plunder.52 Yet Snively had erred fatally by making camp just south of the
river and east of the 100th longitude. He had mistakenly believed that the river
marked the international border and that, therefore, the site belonged to Mexico
and not to the United States. The colonel did not know that under the terms of
the Adams-Onis Transcontinental Treaty of 1819 the border was located east of
100 degrees longitude; he was in territory claimed by the United States.53
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On 16 June, Snively’s gang intercepted Santa Fe merchant and fur trader
Ceran St. Vrain’s wagon train, but upon seeing that he was an American, they
let him proceed without incident. Six days later, St. Vrain informed Cooke that
Snively’s troops, 180 men, were encamped at the crossing of the Arkansas River
and lay in wait to ambush the next passing Mexican caravan. With a hostile
force now close at hand, Captain Cooke readied his troops. He ordered them to
practice changing their formation from “column of route” (a rectangular formation of troops on the march) into “order of battle” (a formation of two extended
lines of horsemen). On 28 June, Cooke directed his artillerists to fire explosive
shells into a herd of grazing buffalo, to give the troops “more experience of the
range and effects of the howitzer.” The shelling wounded a bull, which wildly
charged at the soldiers and did not stop until struck by a full volley of shots
from carbines and pistols.54
On the morning of 30 June, near present-day Dodge City, Kansas, Cooke
spotted three riders whom he thought were Texian spies. He dispatched a sergeant and six men to follow them that morning. The sergeant returned in about
twenty minutes and advised Cooke that the riders had joined a large body of
men. Officers and sergeants barked orders and bugles blared as Cooke formed
his troops into a column of platoons and advanced at a brisk trot. Before long
he observed “a considerable force of men and horses about a fine grove on the
opposite bank” of the Arkansas River. The Texians did not take long to raise a
white flag of surrender.55 Cooke, who had formed a low opinion of the average
Texian, halted his men on the north bank. He dispatched Lieutenant Love, a
bugler, and a flag bearer across the river to ascertain whose men they were, the
strength of their force, and what purpose they pursued. Lieutenant Love promised their commander safe conduct across the river in order to meet with the
captain.56
Love shortly returned with Colonel Snively and the colonel’s aide. Cooke had
met Snively seven years earlier when Snively patrolled the Texas border. Cooke
thought little of the man, commenting once with contempt that he was a mere
“shopkeep’s clerk, quite insignificant in appearance and demeanor; though, to
tell the truth, he had just come from the army (which, properly speaking, Texas
never had).”57 In their morning meeting, Cooke questioned Snively: “Sir, it is the
belief of myself and officers that you are in the United States, what is your business here? What force have you?” Snively replied that he held a lawful commission issued him by the president of the Republic of Texas, showed Cooke his
commission, and stated he had not trespassed on the soil of the United States.
Cooke disagreed, angrily asserting that Snively’s armed gang of “cutthroats” and
“outcasts,” “without an indication of the form and customs of regular organization, outrages all rules of modern warfare, which scarcely allow the incidental
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destruction or robbery of property on land.” He cast an eye upon Snively’s
force and concluded, “most of the ruffian crew before me [were] . . . frontier
Banditti.”58
Cooke sternly lectured Snively. He stated that the laws of civilized nations are
in agreement that no warring nation “has the right to enter a neutral territory,
there to lie in wait for his enemy; or there to refresh himself, afterwards to sally out
& attack his foe; or its citizens, or his property; & it is the rightful power & duty
of a neutral in such cases to disarm intruders, & send them [home].”59 Snively, a
trained surveyor, replied that the boundary in this region was ill defined, and in
any case, he had not invaded the United States. Not so, Cooke insisted. Although
Cooke knew that neither Mexico nor the United States had marked the boundary,
he believed the border ran across the Arkansas River and the Texian encampment
was located within United States territory. He pointed out that his troops had
recently spotted three spies north of the river who were looking for the approaching caravan bound for Santa Fe. Cooke alluded to another “band of men who
were just then crossing the river and crossing to the south side,” where the Texian
camp was located.60 Thus, the captain was convinced that the Texians had clearly
violated international law by entering the United States and conducting espionage north of the river.61 Cooke ended the meeting with this demand: “that your
men march across the river & lay down their arms before me. . . . I have 185 soldiers besides officers & two howitzers which will throw shells into the grove you
are camped in.” He expressed his command to the Texians cordially. Although he
warned that they had but an hour to surrender and that “if any leave the grove in
an opposite direction, I shall instantly discharge my howitzers, & attack you on
the plains.”62
Snively returned to his camp to mull over Cooke’s demands. In half an hour
the Texian colonel rode back across the river and communicated to Cooke that
he convinced his men to surrender their arms. To finish the surrender, Cooke
took a portion of his force across the river. He directed Lt. Burdette Terrett to
advance his company, with sabres drawn, to gather the Texian weapons. The
dismounted men of the 2d squadron discharged the seized arms and placed
them into a wagon. Meanwhile, a party entered the surrounding groves where
they found additional hidden firearms. Cooke eventually allowed ten of the
Texians the use of ten rifles for hunting.63 Unbeknownst to Cooke and the dragoons, the Texians had hid their best weapons in the woods and handed over
the poor-quality arms recently seized in their battle with the New Mexico militia.64 Cooke told Colonel Snively that his supposedly disarmed men were not
prisoners and could to return home. Their perfidy would serve them, though, as
Comanches twice attacked them before they reached the settlements in Texas.
He offered a group of some fifty Texians a dragoon escort back to Missouri.65
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Typical dragoon weapons used in 1843. From top to bottom: 1834 Hall carbine; 1836
Water’s pistol; and Model 1840 sabre; photograph courtesy of the author.

On 4 July, with the threat of danger passed, the Mexican caravan safely crossed
the Arkansas at the Caches, entering Mexico territory, and continuing to Santa
Fe. The next day Cooke began the return to Fort Leavenworth, arriving there on
21 July with no loss of man or horse, and his three companies “well & improved
in discipline.” Hearing the good news that Cooke had turned back Snively and
Warfield, Boone could also return from the field. Along the way he took time
to locate and explore the legendary Great Salt Plains but, with rations nearly
exhausted, rode post haste for Fort Gibson. Crossing nearly barren land, Private
Flynn, although suffering from gnawing hunger, worried more about the state of
the horses: “already much reduced, having nothing to subsist but by browsing on
a short, scrubby, unhealthy bush.” At last, Boone’s struggling detachment reached
the Creek Nation where the tribe generously supplied the famished troops and
animals with food, refusing any payment. After ninety-three days on patrol, Company H arrived home.66 The danger to caravans was not entirely over. Now under
the command of Warfield, the Texians followed the caravan into Mexico waiting
for an opportunity to attack. Mistakenly fearing the proximity of Armijo’s force,
the “Invincibles” lost their nerve and returned to Texas.67
The mild season allowed for a second trade expedition. To ensure the further
safety of caravans, in late August Cooke led six companies out to protect another
group of 120 Mexican wagons bound for Santa Fe. This time he encountered
no raiders but rather a driving rain that slowed their progress considerably. It
took them twelve days to cover only eighty-seven miles. The only casualty was
a sentry who, while leaving Cow Creek, “shot himself: his carbine was sprung
[open] and thus it was discharged as from a pocket pistol; the ball” entered
the man’s shoulder, wounding but not killing him. During this expedition
Cooke discovered where the Mexican merchant, Antonio Chaves, had been
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Dragoons on the Prairie, 1846. This woodcut taken from Recollections of the United States
Army, a book of ambiguous authorship likely written in 1845 by former dragoon James
Hildreth. Image courtesy of the author.

murdered. The Captain wrote, “Twas here that a cry to God, wrested by human
fiends from brother man, fell unanswered—echoless on the desert air.”68
On 17 September, the dragoons met an unloaded caravan returning from its
successful sales trip to Santa Fe. Cooke continued on, escorting westbound wagons to the international border at the Cimarron Crossing of the Arkansas River.
There he met a troop of Mexican lancers. After exchanging proper military
decorum, the wagons crossed into Mexico. Yet again bad weather began closing
in. Poor forage, a buffalo stampede, and late a brush fire, which threatened their
camp, plagued the dragoons’ return trip. On 5 October they urged their starving and worn mounts homeward in an effort to beat the fast-approaching cold.
They reached Fort Leavenworth by 25 October.69
International, National, and Military Consequences
Of course Mexican president Santa Anna appreciated the U.S. Army’s protection of Mexican commerce from Texian attack, and in turn removed obstacles
to trade. Yet the Republic of Texas would not take the rebuff laying down. The
incident on the Santa Fe Trail, although bloodless, created a minor international
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Dragoon officer in dress uniform, 1840. Dragoon officer in dress uniform printed in
American Military Magazine. Image courtesy of the author.

affair—and plenty of political squabbling within the United States. On 10
November 1843, a Texas diplomat in Washington, D.C., filed a protest claiming
Cooke’s actions had interfered with Snively’s lawfully sanctioned mission. The
rabidly pro-Texian New Orleans (La.) Times-Picayune of 27 March 1844 speculated that Cooke was “in the secret pay of the Governor of New Mexico.”70 Not
surprisingly the St. Louis Missouri Republican, which was anti-Pres. John Tyler
and anti-Whig Party, embraced the Texian cause, and excoriated both Cooke
and Gen. Zachary Taylor. It reported:
We have regretted the readiness with which the General [Taylor] commanding this division has led himself to the furtherance of a false feeling
upon the subject.—Some of the expressions in his letter to the Secretary
of War of the 27 July in commendation of Capt. Cooke’s conduct appear
to us effusions of old age, rather than a clear head and calm judgment,
of the hero of Fort Erie. It sounds as a mockery to talk of the violation
of ‘the long known laws of war;’ in a case where every principle of right
and fair play have been violated by our own commander, and where his
assurance of our messengers have been disregarded and the flag of truce
used as a means to ensnare and entrap unsuspecting men.71
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Drawings of enlisted dragoons
wearing various field uniforms. Alan
Archambault’s drawings of dragoons.
Drawings courtesy Alan Archanbault.

The U.S. State Department brushed aside Texian assertions as wholly without merit. On 8 April 1844, an Army court of inquiry, with dragoon Colonel
Kearny presiding, cleared Captain Cooke of all charges of improper conduct,
finding: “On the 30th of June, [he] disarmed a Texas force under the command
of Colonel Snively, within the territory of the United States, causing them to
lay down their arms . . . and that there was nothing in the conduct of Captain
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Cooke that was ‘harsh and unbending.’ The court is further of the opinion that
Captain Cooke did not exceed the authority for the protection of the lawful
trade of the Santa Fe caravans . . . and the confidence reposed in him by his
government as not “in any degree misplaced”72 Once the dust settled, President
Tyler signed a treaty with the Republic of Texas to annex it as a state, the Senate
initially rejected the move, but admitted Texas into the Union only a year later.
By the end of 1844, Private Flynn, having completed his five-year enlistment
and wishing “once more to reside among civilized people, brick houses, paved
streets lighted by gaslight,” took an honorable discharge at Fort Gibson. Travelling by wagon and stagecoach, Flynn reached St. Louis, Missouri, on 3 January,
where he booked passage on a steamboat to Louisville, Kentucky. While sitting in
the cabin, Flynn was surprised and touched to see his former commanding officer, Colonel Kearny, walking toward him. The colonel, on business in St. Louis,
had heard that a man of his regiment was about to leave town. In a remarkable
display of appreciation for the common soldier, Kearny came to bid him goodbye
and wish him well. Flynn considered it “to be a high compliment, for a Colonel
then doing the duty of a General in charge of the Department, to take the trouble to walk 7 or 8 blocks through the dirty streets and dirtier Quays of St. Louis,
to bid farewell to a person who had been only of the rank and file of his regiment.
It must have been kind feelings and not interested motives that actuated him.”73
The location of the Snively surrender became celebrated among dragoon officers passing the scene in 1845 and 1846. On 19 July 1846, Lieutenant Love, among
General Kearny’s Army of the West leaving to invade Mexican-held Santa Fe, once
again found himself near the Caches crossing of the Arkansas River. Some brother
officers asked him the location of the Jackson Grove encampment where he and
Cooke had demanded that Snively’s Texians surrender, and Love proudly took
them across the river to show them where Cooke’s detachment had won its laurels. William Emory, an army topographical engineer, confirmed that the grove
was, indeed, located within the territory of the United States.74
Many Texans remained bitter for years about the Jackson Grove incident.
After the end of the war with Mexico, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel and Major
Cooke, now stationed at Fort Mason, Texas, with the Second Dragoons, received
numerous threats and “considered his life in imminent danger . . . on account of
the ‘Snively Affair’” and requested a transfer to New Mexico. The Adjutant General appreciated Cooke’s predicament and transferred him back to New Mexico,
and out of harm’s way in Texas. Perhaps residual concern for personal safety led
Cooke, in his Scenes and Adventures in the Army, detailed his second, generally uneventful escort in 1843, but omitted mention of the first one in which he
encountered Snively. He only reaffirmed that Snively’s camp at Jackson’s Grove
was within the United States.75
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Conclusion
Captain Cooke and his men prevented what might have become a deadly confrontation between Texians and traders. American blood might have been “shed
on American soil,” at least in 1843, if not in 1846; trade on the Santa Fe Trail
would have been suspended; and such events might have provoked the United
States to wage war on the Republic of Texas. Due to Cooke’s actions, relations
between Mexico and the United States improved for the moment.
The regiment also benefited. Young officers, such as John Love and Philip
Cooke, gained valuable experience in the field and earned the confidence of
Colonel Kearny. Captain Cooke had twice exercised independent command in
a potentially dangerous situation, demonstrating sound discretion and judgment. Kearny would again rely on Cooke’s leadership of the Mormon Battalion
on its march to California, and likewise would not be disappointed. During the
war with Mexico, Kearny placed Lieutenant Love in field command of Company B, which twice led it in combat, again at the Coon Creeks and once at
Santa Cruz de Rosales.
The men and officers of two dragoon squadrons tested their skills and mettle
in the field. During the following two years they honed these abilities considerably. The deployment of two squadrons (eight companies), fully armed and ready
for combat, convinced Kearny and his superiors that the First Dragoons were fully
capable of invading Santa Fe, and perhaps, California. Or perhaps, if necessary,
riding overland to protect Oregon Territory and seizing the British Northwest.
Captian Cooke’s two missions coupled with the execution of McDaniel for
the Chaves murder effectively brought peace to the Santa Fe Trail. Texian raids
of commerce ended. Within three years of the Snively affair the United States
conquered New Mexico and established control over the entire trail. During the
war with Mexico and in the years that followed, the heavy traffic over the trail
brought constant warfare with Comanche. Cooke steadily rose in rank until, in
1858, he gained the colonelcy of the First Cavalry Regiment. He became a brigadier general at the start of the Civil War, but his wartime performance was less
than sensational. He remained in the military service until 1873 and died on 20
March 1895.
Appendix
29th Congress, 1st Session. Senate Document 43, 1846.
DOCUMENTS SHOWING The description and value of the arms taken from
a party of Texans, within the Territory of the United States, by Capt. Cooke, 1st
Regt Dragoons, June 30, 1843, and deposited at Fort Leavenworth, Mo.
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January 8, 1846.
Submitted, and ordered to be printed, to accompany bill S. No. 37
Head Quarters, Fort Leavenworth, 4th August, 1844. Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of the communication, addressed to me from your office by
Capt. Freeman, Assistant Adjutant General, on the subject of the arms, &c,
taken from a party of Texans on the 30th June, 1843, by Capt. P. St. G. Cooke;
and I now transmit a return of those arms, and a report of a board of officers
convened by my order, for the purpose of furnishing the information desired by
Captain Freeman for the department of State.
I understand from the president of the board that the value placed upon
the several arms is rather their worth, with respect to condition when
seized, and their probable cost, than their value here, and now.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. WHARTON,
Major 1st Dragoons, commanding.
Brigadier General Jones,
Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.
Proceedings of a board of survey convened at Fort Leavenworth by virtue of the
following orders, viz:
Orders}		
Head Quarters, Fort Leavenworth, Mo.
No. 85} 		
August 3, 1844.
Extract.
A board of officers, to consist of Capt. Moore, 1st dragoons, 1st Lieut. Johnson, and bvt. 2d Lieut. McClelland, 3d infantry, will assemble this morning at
half past 9 o’clock, and proceed to ascertain “the number, description, and condition, and as nearly as may be the value of the arms taken from a party of
Texans on the 30th of June, 1843, by Capt. P. St. Geo. Cooke, commanding a
detachment of U.S. dragoons,” and which arms are now in possession of the
ordnance sergeant, by whom they will be shown the board. As the report of the
board is intended for the
Department of State, the board will be as minute as possible in stating the
variety, condition, and value of the respective arms.
By order of Major Wharton:
T. C. HAMMOND, Bvt. 2d Lieut. 1st Dragoons—Post Adjutant
Fort Leavenworth, August 3, 1844.
The board met pursuant to the above orders: present, all the members.
The board then proceeded to the careful examination of a number of arms
presented by Sergeant Hemming [sic, Ross Flemming], ordnance sergeant at
Fort Leavenworth, being those taken from a party of Texans by Capt. P. St. Geo.
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Cooke, viz: Thirty flint lock rifles, valued at eighteen dollars each, including
the barrel of one which has no stock, which appears to have been 1st in transportation. Twelve percussion rifles, valued at twenty-two dollars and fifty cents,
including the barrel of one which has no stock, which appears to have been
lost in transportation. Fifteen English flint lock guns, valued at ten dollars each.
Three tower pieces, valued at seven dollars each. One large American flint lock
shot gun, valued at twenty dollars. Two double barreled flint lock shot guns,
stub and twist, at fifty dollars each. Four percussion lock double barreled shot
guns and twist, valued at sixty five dollars each. Three half stock Middletown
rifles, percussion lock, valued at eighteen dollars each. One full stock percussion lock, valued at eighteen dollars. One half-stock flint lock Middletown rifle,
valued at eighteen dollars. Two American dragoon carbines, valued at seventeen dollars each. One American and two Texas muskets valued at sixteen dollars each. Four pairs of flint lock holster pistol valued at twenty dollars a pair.
Two pairs percussion lock pistols, valued at forty dollars a pair. Eight flint lock
holster pistols, odd, valued at ten dollars apiece. Seven percussion lock belt pistols, valued at fifteen dollars apiece. One percussion lock duelling pistol, valued
at forty dollars. One sabre and scabbard, brass mounted, valued at ten dollars.
One steel mounted sabre, no scabbard, valued at ten dollars. One steel sword
and scabbard valued at ten dollars.
The board are of opinion that the arms are considerably injured from rust, and
many of them broken, apparently from transportation from the place of capture.
B. D. MOORE, Capt. 1st Dragoons. B. R. JOHNSON, 1st Lieut. 3d Infantry.
Geo. C. McClelland, Bvt. 2d Lieut. 3d Infantry
The above is the original official record.
C. WHARTON,
Major 1st Dragoons, commanding
Return of arms taken from a party of Texans, by Capt. P. St. G. Cooke, 1st Regt.
Dragoons, June 30, 1843, within the territory of the United States, and now deposited in the ordnance store at Fort Leavenworth, Missouri.
No.
Description of arms.
30
Flint lock rifles.
12
Percussion rifles.
15
English flint lock shot guns.
3
Tower pieces.
1
Large American flint lock shot gun.
2
Double barreled flint lock, stub and twist, shot guns.
4
Percussion lock, double barreled, stub and twist, shot guns.
2
Half-stock, percussion lock, Middletown rifles.
1
Full stock, percussion lock, Middletown rifle.
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1
Half-stock, flint lock, Middletown rifle.
2
American dragoon carbines.
1
American musket.
2
Texas muskets.
4
Pairs flint lock holster pistols.
4
Pairs percussion lock pistols.
8
Flint lock holster pistols.
7
Percussion lock belt pistols.
1
Percussion lock dueling pistol.
1
Sabre and scabbard, brass mounted.
1
Sabre, no scabbard, steel mounted.
1
Steel sword and scabbard.
Head Quarters, Fort Leavenworth,
August 5, 1844.
C. WHARTON, Major
1st Dragoons, commanding.
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